


PROLOGUE

Elmina Castle was built by the Portuguese in 1482, and for the centuries that
followed the people of Elmina traded with the Portuguese and the Dutch under

terms their own kings had agreed. In April 1872 the Dutch transferred the
castle and the town to the British in an arrangement made between the two

governments. Nana Kobina Gyan I, who had been king since 1869, later stated
that he had not been consulted. This is the story of what he did next, what it

cost him, and what happened to the town in June 1873.



ABOUT THIS WORK

This comic is based on historical accounts and archival records, including the written
record of what the king said in the Council Chamber on 12 March 1873, which is
quoted as it survives. Where the records are silent we have used artistic licence.

Scenes, settings and expressions are imagined, characters are drawn from limited
descriptions, and apart from the king’s recorded words the dialogue is dramatised.

The dates, events and outcomes follow the historical record.

Museum Elmina made this work to retell Elmina’s silenced histories in a form that is
easy to read and easy to remember, and to put them within reach of the public.



“The governor offered me as a bribe a large sum of money to let
that transfer go on smoothly and peacefully. I refused the bribe

because had I taken it, the chiefs would have turned around on me
afterwards and said I sold the country for money.”

NANA KOBINA GYAN I
Elmina Castle, 12 March 1873











































































Nana Kobina Gyan I is remembered in Elmina today. A public
square bears his name in recognition of his bravery and

steadfastness against colonial rule, and it forms part of the town’s
tangible cultural heritage.



“I am not afraid of your power. You may hang me if you like. I will
not sign any paper. I and some of the people of Elmina have taken
oath to oppose the English government from coming to Elmina and

we have not broken that oath yet.”

NANA KOBINA GYAN I
Elmina Castle, 12 March 1873


